
















SI

Le Système International d'Unités



Developed by the French in the late 1700’s.

Based on powers of ten, so it is very easy to use.

Used by almost every country in the world.

Especially used by scientists.

 Invented because countries were using many 
different systems of measurement causing 
confusion and lack of consistency.



Almost all other countries are using the 
International System of Units.

Other countries’ companies are refusing to buy 
products from the U.S. if not labeled in metric 
units

Scientists need a universal way to communicate 
data (SI Units).



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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Measuring Length                           11





Object cm mm m
Glue stick

Width of lab table

Height of planner

New pencil w/eraser





Mass                                       14





The Difference Between Mass and Weight 

• If you were to travel to the moon your weight would be less.
• Your weight would be less because the force of gravity is 

less.  
• Your mass would stay the same if you were to travel to 

the moon because mass is the amount of matter that an 
object contains.

• Since you are still made up of the same amount of “stuff”, 
your mass would not change.









1 kg = g

1 g = mg



1 kg = 1,000 g

1 g = mg



1 kg = 1,000 g

1 g = 1,000 mg
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Metric Conversions 
Ladder Method

T. Trimpe 2008   http://sciencespot.net/




















